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1. The following students were chosen as the “Do the Right Thing” award winners for 

April: Jace Lineberger, Page Primary; Zayden Miller, Brookside Elementary; 

Alexandria Price, Southwest Middle; and Sydney Crain, North Gaston High School.  

 

2. Seventeen students from Gaston County Schools were selected to attend the 2022 

session of the prestigious North Carolina Governor’s School.  Students attending 

Governor’s School East at Meredith College are Sherry Ramos Martinez, Ashbrook 

High School; Abby Michael, Stuart W. Cramer High School; Mattie Branham, East 

Gaston High School; Hayden Dillard, East Gaston High School; Kathryn Meranto, 

East Gaston High School; Olivia Metts, East Gaston High School; Samuel Cook, 

Highland School of Technology; Nicole Allen, South Point High School; Avery Boyd, 

South Point High School; Jordan Coffey, South Point High School; James 

Crawford, South Point High School; and Abigail Miss, South Point High School.  

Students attending Governor’s School West at Winston-Salem State University are 

Marley Prato, Stuart W. Cramer High School; Kaitlyn Russell, East Gaston High 

School; A’ja Adams, Forestview High School; Sarah Younan, Forestview High 

School; and Abigail Osborne, Highland School of Technology. 

 

3. Gaston County Schools in collaboration with the Gaston County Museum of Art and 

History is sponsoring the “Through An Artist’s Eyes” exhibit, which features student 

artwork in 12 different categories: painting, photography, printmaking, sculpture, comic 

art, ceramics, digital art, color drawing, mixed media, fiber arts, crafts, and black and 

white drawing.  Hunter Huss High School senior Rhiannon Wollmuth earned “Best in 

Show” for her award-winning piece titled “ARIZONA.”  Southwest Middle School 

student Trinity Ledford received the James C. Biggers Award for her piece titled 

“Kaleidoscope.”  The Director’s Choice Award was presented to Ashbrook High School 

student Erin Poteat for her painting titled “Bowie.” 

, , 



6. Dr. Melissa Balknight, associate superintendent of academic services for Gaston 

County Schools, participated in a recent “Tar Heel Teachers at Home” web episode. 

 

7. Gaston County Schools athletic director Chad Duncan was elected to serve as president 

of the North Carolina Athletic Directors Association (NCADA) and received the State 

Award of Merit from the NCADA and NIAAA (National Interscholastic Athletic 

Administrators Association). 

 





 

29. North Belmont Elementary teacher Vanessa Hariston was featured on the Kenan 

Fellows Program website. Through a partnership with Cornerstone Building Brands, 

Hariston designed a lesson for fourth grade students to give them a hands-on 

understanding of the science behind electromagnetism in STEM workplace settings. 

 

30. The City of Gastonia installed a school pride rock at Hawks Nest STEAM Academy. 

 

31. Page Primary School held its PTO Spring Carnival, and it was the largest in school 

history. Student volunteers from Belmont Middle School, South Point High School, 

and Stuart W. Cramer High School assisted with the carnival, which served as a school 

fundraiser. 

 

32. The Pleasant Ridge Elementary Junior Beta Club is having an American flag fly over 

the North Carolina State Capitol building in Raleigh on the first day of Teacher 

Appreciation Week.  Later, the flag will be presented to the school.


